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CHAHAL DAINIK GAZETTE (CDG)
GULF COOPERATION COUNCIL

Context: India-Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) decide to pursue 
resumption of Free Trade Agreement (FTA) Negotiations. 

Key details:
• The GCC is currently India’s largest trading partner bloc 

with bilateral trade in FY 2021-22 valued at over USD 
154 billion with exports valued at approximately USD 44 
billion. 

• GCC countries contribute almost 35% of India’s oil 
imports and 70% of gas imports. 

• Investments from the GCC in India are currently valued at 
over USD 18 billion.

About GCC
• The Gulf Cooperation Council is a regional, 

intergovernmental, political, and economic union.

•  Members:
	 Bahrain, 
	 Kuwait, 
	Oman, 
	Qatar, 
	 Saudi Arabia, and 
	 the United Arab Emirates.

•  Headquarters: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
•  It was formally established in 1981.
•  All current member states are monarchies, including:
	 three constitutional monarchies (Qatar, Kuwait, 

and Bahrain), 
	 two absolute monarchies (Saudi Arabia and Oman), 

and 

	 one federal monarchy (the United Arab Emirates). 
•  The Peninsula Shield Force is the military arm of the 

GCC, formed in 1984.

INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

Context: India wins the International Electrotechnical Commission 
(IEC) Vice Presidency and Strategic Management Board (SMB) 
Chair for the 2023-25 term.

About IEC
•  International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is an 

international standard setting body that publishes 
international Standards for all electrical, electronic 
and related technologies collectively known as 
“electrotechnology”.  

•  Standardization Management Board (SMB) is an apex 
governance body of IEC responsible for technical policy 
matters.

•  All electrotechnologies are covered by IEC Standards, 
including:
	 energy production and distribution, 
	 electronics, 
	magnetics and electromagnetics, 
	 electroacoustics, 
	multimedia, 
	 telecommunication and medical technology, 
	 terminology and symbols, 
	 electromagnetic compatibility, 
	measurement and performance, 
	 dependability, 
	 design and development, 
	 safety and the environment. 

•  Membership 
	 The IEC is made up of members, called national 

committees, and each NC represents its nation’s 
electrotechnical interests in the IEC. 

	 India is a member.

SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI

Context: Sangeet Natak Akademi selected 102 artists of India for 
the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar for the years 2019, 2020 
& 2021.

Key details:
•  The Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar is given to artists 

below the age of 40 years.

•  It was introduced with the objective of identifying and 
encouraging outstanding young talents in diverse fields of 
performing arts. 
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•  The Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar carries a purse 
money of Rs. 25,000/-. 

About the Akademi
•  Sangeet Natak Akademi is the national level academy 

for performing arts set up by the Government of India. 
•  It was set up by the Indian education ministry in 1952 
•  Functions
	 The academy functions as the apex body of the 

performing arts in the country to preserve 
and promote the vast cultural heritage of India 
expressed in music, dance and drama. 

	 It also works with governments and art academies 
in states and territories of the country.

	 Subsidizes the work of institutions engaged in 
teaching, performing or promoting music, dance, or 
theatre

	 Gives grants to aid research, documentation and 
publishing in the performing arts

	Organises and subsidises seminars and 
conferences of subject specialists

	Documents and records the performing arts for its 
audio-visual archive

	 Renders advice and assistance to the government 
of India in the task of formulating and implementing 
policies and programmes in the field

	 Organises its annual festival of music, dance and 
theatre in Delhi.

 Awards 
•  Sangeet Natak Akademi Award

	The Sangeet Natak Akademi Award is the highest 
national recognition given to practicing artists, gurus 
and scholars. 

	It carries a purse money of Rs. 1,00,000/- 
•  Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship, Ratna Sadsya

	Each year the Academy awards Sangeet Natak 
Akademi Fellowships, Ratna Sadsya, to distinguished 
individuals for their contribution to the field of arts, 
music, dance and theatre. 

•  Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar

	Instituted in 2006, in memory of Ustad Bismillah 
Khan, this award is given to young artists (below 40 
years of age) for their talent in the fields of music, 
dance and drama. 

•  Tagore Ratna and Tagore Puraskar

	On the occasion of the commemoration of the 150th 
birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore Sangeet 
Natak Akademi Tagore Ratna and Sangeet Natak 
Akademi Tagore Puraskar were conferred. 

•  The Sangeet Natak Akademi confers classical status on 
nine Indian dance forms:

	Bharatanatyam: Tamil Nadu

	Kathak: Northern India

	Kathakali: Kerala

	Kuchipudi: Andhra Pradesh

	Manipuri: Manipur

	Mohiniaattam: Kerala

	Odissi: Odisha

	Sattriya: Assam

	Chhau: Odisha

NATIONAL MILK DAY

Context: National Milk Day is celebrated in India to honour the 
memory of Dr Verghese Kurien, who is fondly known as the father of 
the White Revolution. 

The White Revolution 
•  Kurien was inspired 

by Tribhuvandas 
Patel, who formed 
the Kaira District 
Cooperative Milk 
Producers’ Union 
Limited in 1946. 
	 This later came 

to be known as 
Amul Dairy. 

•  Following the success 
of Amul Dairy, then 
Prime Minister Lal 
Bahadur Shastri 
asked Kurien to 
replicate the model 
nationwide in 1965. 

•  The National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) was 
thus founded with Kurien as the chairman and Operation 
Flood was launched.

•  Prior to Operation Flood, India was a milk-deficient 
nation. 

•  The movement swiftly turned the country into the world’s 
largest milk producer. 

•  India surpassed the US in milk production in 1998 and 
held 17 percent of global output in 2010-11. 

•  The dairy board created a national milk grid linking 
producers across the country with consumers in over 700 
towns and cities. 

•  This also ensured that producers got the major share of 
the price paid by consumers by cutting out middlemen.

•  This was known as the White Revolution and the ‘billion-
litre idea’ of Dr Verghese Kurien.

•  For his relentless service to the dairy and farming 
communities, Kurien was awarded:
	 the Ramon Magsaysay Award (1963), 
	 Padma Shri (1965), 
	 Padma Bhushan (1966), 
	World Food Prize (1989) and 
	 Padma Vibhushan (1999).
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INDIA’S FIRST NIGHT SKY SANCTUARY

Context: The work on India’s first-ever Night Sky Sanctuary in 
Ladakh’s Hanle is going on in full swing. 

Key details:
•  It is being set up by Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research under Union Ministry of Science & Technology.
•  The proposed Dark Sky Reserve will be located at Hanle 

in Ladakh as a part of Changthang Wildlife Sanctuary. 
	 The Changthang Wildlife Sanctuary is a high-altitude 

wildlife sanctuary located in the Ladakh adjunct of 
the Changthang plateau. 

	 It is one of the few places in India with a population 
of the Kiang or Tibetan Wild Ass, as well as the rare 
Black-necked Crane.

•  It will boost Astro tourism in India and will be one of the 
world’s highest-located sites for optical, infra-red, and 
gamma-ray telescopes.

•  Hanle is located in Ladakh’s cold desert region, away from 
any form of human disturbance with clear sky conditions 
and dry weather conditions that exist throughout the year.

CODE OF CONDUCT IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

Context: Defence Minister of India expressed hope that the ongoing 
negotiations on the Code of Conduct for the South China Sea will be 
consistent with international law, particularly the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

The conflict in the South China Sea 
•  The South China Sea lies just south of the Chinese mainland 

and is bordered by the countries of Brunei, China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam. 

•  These countries claimed islands (mostly uninhabited) 
throughout the sea to lay control over the various resources 
that the region possessed, such as untapped oil reserves, 
natural gas, and fishing areas. 

•  It also has some of the most active shipping lanes on the 
planet.

•  China claims the sea as its Exclusive Economic Zone 
(EEZ), arguing that other countries do not have the right 
to conduct any military or economic operation without its 
consent.

•  This claim is disputed by the southeast Asian countries 
and in 2016, the Permanent Court of Arbitration at The 
Hague issued its ruling on a claim brought against China by 
the Philippines under UNCLOS. 

		It ruled in favour of the Philippines. 

	China, which itself is a signatory to UNCLOS, refused to 
acknowledge the court’s authority.

•  China’s is not only increasing the size of existing islands 
but creating artificial islands across the region. 

•  China has constructed ports, military installations, and 
airstrips in these islands — particularly in the Paracel 
and Spratly Islands. 

•  China has also militarised Woody Island by deploying 
fighter jets, cruise missiles, and a radar system.

What is the Code of Conduct for the South China 
Sea?

•  In 1995, China illegally occupied the Mischief Reef, just 
210 km from the Philippine island of Palawan. 

•  Other ASEAN countries saw it as a blatant attempt to alter 
the status quo in the region.

•  As a response, ASEAN issued a Joint Communiqué in 
1996 calling for the peaceful resolution of the dispute 
and self-restraint by parties concerned. 

•  A regional code of conduct was proposed, which would 
lay the foundation for long term stability in the area and 
foster understanding among claimant countries.

•  After years of negotiation between ASEAN and China, 
a non-binding, aspirational Declaration of Conduct 
(DOC) in the South China Sea was arrived at in 2002. 

•  However, China continued occupying more islands and 
resorting to military activities, causing ASEAN countries to 
express concerns about their sovereignty and interests.

•  In 2017, ASEAN and China adopted a Framework of 
a Code of Conduct in the South China Sea intended to 
facilitate the work for the conclusion of an effective Code 
of Conduct on a mutually-agreed timeline. 

•  An agreement on a Single Draft South China Sea Code of 
Conduct Negotiating Text (SDNT) was agreed upon. 

•  China’s position in the SDNT is based on the recognition 
of the nine-dash line, a line which marks China’s 
territorial claims, including a majority of the South China 
Sea. 
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•  In 2016, an arbitral tribunal constituted under UNCLOS 
concluded that China’s historic-rights claim over the 
maritime areas inside the nine-dash line has no lawful 
effect if it exceeds what it is entitled to under the 
UNCLOS.

•  This has led to concern from countries outside the 
immediate region, calling on the ASEAN and China to 
ensure that the Code of Conduct is consistent with 
existing international law, as reflected in UNCLOS.

UNCLOS
•  The United Nations Convention on the Law of the 

Sea (UNCLOS) is an international agreement that 
establishes a legal framework for all marine and 
maritime activities. 

•  The Convention resulted from the third United 
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS 
III), which took place between 1973 and 1982. 

•  UNCLOS replaced the four treaties of the 1958 
Convention on the High Seas. 

•  UNCLOS came into force in 1994. 
• While the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

receives instruments of ratification and accession and 
the UN provides support for meetings of states party to 
the Convention, the United Nations Secretariat has 
no direct operational role in the implementation 
of the Convention. 

•  A UN specialized agency, the International Maritime 
Organization as well as other bodies such as the 
International Whaling Commission and the 
International Seabed Authority (ISA), which 
was established by the Convention itself, plays an 
important role for implementation of the Convention.

•  It divides marine areas into five main zones:
	 Internal Waters, 
	 Territorial Sea, 
	 Contiguous Zone, 
	 Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 
	 the High Seas. 

•  It is the only international convention which 
stipulates a framework for state jurisdiction in 
maritime spaces.

INDIA’S PUSH FOR MILLETS

Context: India has signalled the beginning of preparations for 
the International Year of Millets 2023, designated last year by the 
UNGA following an initiative by New Delhi, however, its push is yet 
to gain widespread traction.

What are millets?
•  The word millets is used to describe small-grained 

cereals like sorghum (jowar), pearl millet (bajra), 
foxtail millet (kangni/ Italian millet), little millet 
(kutki), kodo millet, finger millet (ragi/ mandua), 
proso millet (cheena/ common millet), barnyard millet 
(sawa/ sanwa/ jhangora), and brown top millet (korale).

•  Millets were among the first crops to be domesticated. 

•  There is evidence for consumption of millets by the Indus 
valley people (3,000 BC), and several varieties that are 
now grown around the world were first cultivated in 
India. 

•  West Africa, China, and Japan are home to indigenous 
varieties of the crop.

•  Millets are now grown in more than 130 countries.
•  They are the traditional food for more than half a billion 

people in Asia and Africa. 
•  They require much less water than rice and wheat, and 

are mainly grown in rainfed areas.
•  Globally, sorghum (jowar) is the biggest millet crop. 
•  The major producers of jowar are the United States, 

China, Australia, India, Argentina, Nigeria, and Sudan. 
•  India and some African countries are major producers of 

Bajra.
•  In India, millets are mainly a kharif crop. 
•  Millets are considered to be “powerhouses of nutrition”. 
•  In 2018, the Agriculture Ministry declared millets as 

“Nutri Cereals”. 
•  In 2021, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 

adopted a resolution to declare 2023 as the International 
Year of Millets. 
	 The proposal was moved by India, and was 

supported by 72 countries. 
•  Millets under PDS
	 Under the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013, 

eligible households are entitled to get rice, wheat, and 
coarse grain at Rs 3, Rs 2, and Re 1 per kg respectively. 

	While the Act does not mention millets, 
coarse grains are included in the definition of 
“foodgrains” under Section 2(5) of the NFSA.

	However, the quantity of coarse grains procured for 
the Central Pool and distributed under the NFSA has 
been negligible. 

	 The Centre has accepted the recommendation of a 
committee set up by it, that millets be included in 
the PDS in order to improve nutritional support. 

•  MSP for millets
	 The government declares a Minimum Support Price 

(MSP) for jowar, bajra, and ragi only. 
•  Main millets states
	 Jowar is mainly grown in Maharashtra, Karnataka, 

Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar 
Pradesh, Telangana, and Madhya Pradesh. 

	 Bajra is mainly grown in Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, 
Haryana, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra 
and Karnataka. 

•  Consumption patterns
	 Less than 10 per cent of rural and urban 

households reported consumption of millets.
	More than 95% of rural households reported 

consumption of rice and more than 59% wheat; 
	 In urban areas, monthly per capita consumption 

of cereals (9.322 kg) was lower than in rural areas. 
	 The consumption of millets was reported mainly from 

Gujarat (jowar and bajra), Karnataka (jowar and 
ragi), Maharashtra (jowar and bajra), Rajasthan 
(bajra), and Uttarakhand (ragi).


